
PARKS AND RECREATION BOARD 
Wednesday, November 4, 2020 

 
Minutes 

 
Chairman Michael Fasulo called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. via Webex teleconference. 
 
Present:  Chairman Michael J. Fasulo, Commissioners Robert E. Galati, Joseph Miceli and Julie 
Portfolio; Director of Recreation David A. Lapreay, and Director of Public Works Annette 
Turnquist.  Absent/Excused:  Vice Chair Michael T. DeFeo 
 
ROLL CALL:  Mr. Lapreay called the roll.  There was a quorum.  
 
MINUTES:   
Motion was made by Commissioner Galati to accept the minutes of the September 3, 2020 
meeting; seconded by Commissioner Miceli and carried. 
 
PUBLIC COMMUNICATIONS:  None. 
 
WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS & REPORTS: None. 
 
REPORT ON RECREATION DEPARTMENT FROM DIRECTOR OF RECREATION:  
Mr. Lapreay began his report by talking about the youth leagues.  He sent several emails as far as 
football goes.  Upon the recommendation of the Health Department and the State, we did not 
allow 11 on 11 tackle football and proceeded with 7 on 7 flag.  The Memorial Park league was 
adamant that they would play tackle and did go out of town.  That will end November 15.  We 
did not allow them to do any tackle football on town property.  Our concern was that traveling 
out of town if kids got sick they would bring it back to the schools here.   
 
Baseball and softball leagues continued their seasons with no issue.  They will wrap up this 
week. 
 
The youth basketball league on the recreation side usually has 800 to 1,000 kids.  It will not take 
place this year because we have no access to the schools.  The travel division with youth 
basketball will try to play somewhere, perhaps Canton.  It will depend on whether there are more 
restrictive guidelines on proceeding.  Youth wrestling is risky and is not recommended as of now 
per DPH guidance. 
 
Chairman Fasulo asked where the Memorial football group played.  Mr. Lapreay said they went 
to Shelton and he believed Monroe.  Those towns were allowing them to play on town fields. 
They got lucky and there were no returned cases of the virus. 
 
Programs for this fall and winter will not take place in school facilities, which are our main 
locations for programs.  We did have some outdoor programs in the parks, such as Zumba and 
Fitness and adult softball for men and women.  Normally we do adult basketball open gym in 
December and the games season normally starts in January but that will probably be cancelled.  
We are doing a few in-person programs at private facilities, such as kickboxing, dog obedience 
and martial arts.  We are taking registrations now for a few virtual programs.  Had to cancel two 
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virtual programs due to low registration numbers. 
 
Mr. Lapreay has been talking with Bob Verderame about possibly using the Calendar House in 
the evenings.  Looking for a January start date for 2 to 3 programs. 
 
He is working with the DEEP for a CARE (CT Aquatics Resources Education) program at 
Crescent Lake for a small group once the weather gets colder for an ice fishing program. 
 
Bow hunting is open until the end of December.  As of today two deer were taken.  20 
individuals are signed up to get hunting permits. 
 
Holiday events: 
Halloween in the Village was cancelled. 
There will be no White Christmas in the Community. 
We will hold for our department the Lighting of the Town Green on December 4th.  Parents can 
submit children’s names, ages 3 to 10, to flip the switch to turn on the lights downtown.  There is 
no Santa in the Park this year but we will do Letters to Santa.  Kids can mail letters to the 
Recreation office and they will receive a personal letter in response. 
 
The Fontana tree memorial at Panthorn Park was completed.  There is a tree with a rock with a 
plaque on open space near the playground.  It looks very nice and Mr. Lapreay thanked 
Annette’s group for taking care of that. 
 
Chairman asked if the governor’s changes are making it harder for the Recreation Department.  
Mr. Lapreay said Phase 3 was good but now it is rolled back to Phase 2 and that makes it a little 
more difficult. 
 
Another question was the December 4th tree lighting; is there anything else happening that night?  
The response was no, just the lighting. 
 
Another question arose about whether Mr. Lapreay is having discussions with other parks and 
rec people and what they are doing.  Is there any virtual stuff that people are buying into?  Mr. 
Lapreay responded that there are a few that work.  Some of the fitness programs like Yoga, 
Pilates, people like to do in person.  That’s what he is trying to do at the Calendar House.  If we 
can, we will.  There are some educational programs for kids out there.  Some do pan out. 
 
Commissioner Portfolio made a motion to accept the report of the Director of Recreation, 
seconded by Commissioner Miceli.  Motion carried. 
 
REPORT ON PARKS DEPARTMENT FROM DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS: 
Mrs. Turnquist made the following report: 
 
Memorial Park.  Playscape curbs are pored and wood chips spread in the future swing set area.  
The ribbon cutting was supposed to be tomorrow but it has been postponed until spring.  Still 
need to do the plaque (which is ordered) and the fencing.  The concession/restroom building is 
done. 
 
Recreation Park.  Fence repairs and safety net replacement came in one proposal.  We have 
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asked them to separate out the net. The fence repairs will depend on how much money is left in 
the Parks Master Plan.  The net is something we definitely want to do.  A larger fountain was 
installed but we have not had a chance to see if algae is a problem.  The size looks better.  
Bituminous sidewalks along Maxwell Noble Drive were replaced with concrete.  There is also a 
new concrete walk from Maxwell Noble to the playground entrance.  In the future, a 
handicapped accessible playground feature may be added off of the new walk from Maxwell 
Noble to the current playground entrance. Structural and aesthetic repairs to the bridge/dam were 
made.  Would like to do a walkway around the pond if enough money is left in the Master Plan. 
 
Trail.  November 13th is the date for final design submission for the Lazy Lane to Plainville town 
line trail.  A late 2021 bid advertising is planned.  Signs have been an issue lately.  The Town 
Council never wanted advertising on the trail.  There have been a lot of them.  Spoke with the 
Zoning Enforcement Officer.  Signs are usually the responsibility of the ZEO but since our 
people are on the trail, they have been removing them and placing them at the owner’s location, 
but it seems they are back on the trail soon after.   
 
Dog Park.  Mrs. Turnquist said she is looking into a shed to replace the current building there.  
She is not sure about installation; depends on snow. 
 
Questions arose which Mrs. Turnquist responded to.  The signs have been mostly for 
Zingarella’s and Factory Square (new coffee shop).  The dog park electronic gate is physically 
all set.  The shed has to be done first before it gets wired for electronic opening.  The plan is still 
to have cards for residents only.  The trees along Rec Park can be taken down by the department 
since they are small enough.  Hopefully it can be done before winter.  Leaf season is ongoing.   
 
Commissioner Miceli noted that a gate at Panthorn Park doesn’t latch.  It will be checked out. 
 
Commissioner Miceli made a motion to accept the report of the Director of Public Works.  
Motion seconded by Commissioner Galati and carried. 
 
REPORT ON PARKS FROM COMMISSIONERS: None. 
 
OLD BUSINESS:  None. 
 
NEW BUSINESS:   
Schedule of Meetings for 2021.  Chairman said once approved, we will continue as we have this 
year, cancelling meetings when there are no important issues to discuss and act on.  
Commissioner Portfolio moved to accept the proposed meeting schedule for 2021, seconded by 
Commissioner Miceli and passed. 
 
ADJOURNMENT:  There being no further business, Commissioner Miceli made a motion to 
adjourn; seconded by Commissioner Portfolio and carried.  Meeting adjourned at 6:58 p.m. 
 
      Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
      Patricia Berardinelli 
      Recording Secretary 


